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Laboratory Advisory Committee Minutes-June 3, 2008


Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

Senator William X. Wall Experiment Station 

Division of Environmental Analysis
LABORATORY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes of the June 3, 2008,  Meeting

Concord Room – MassDEP Central Regional Office, Worcester, MA, 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM

Chaired by Ann Marie Allen, Director, Laboratory Certification Office, MADEP, Division of Environmental Analysis (DEA), Wall Experiment Station (WES), Lawrence, MA

Attendees:

Robert Bentley, Analytical Balance Corp. (ITLA) 

Michael Delaney, MWRA Central Laboratory, Deer Island

Ann Marie Allen, MADEP, DEA, WES (Director-LCO)

Lisa Touet, MADEP, DEA, WES

David Brierley, MADEP, DEA, WES

Donald D’Anjou, Granite State Analytical (LANH)

Kevin Braga, ESS Laboratories, RI (ITLA)

Ann Jeffries, USEPA, Region I

Damon Guterman, MADEP, DWP

James Bonofiglio, Worcester Water Filtration Plant

Meeting Agenda

1)
Discussion on changes to 310 CMR 42.13(5)

2)
Reporting microbiology results in eDEP

3)
Update on Total Coliform Rule Sample typing

4)
Update on eDEP

Discussion on changes to 310 CMR 42.13(5)

Proposed language revision for regulations at 310 CMR 42.13 was discussed.  MassDEP will consider removing the term “reportable concentration” from the regulation to avoid confusion with reporting requirements of Department programs not covered by 310 CMR 42.00.

The laboratory representatives present voiced concern regarding the use of sample results for which data were determined to be invalid due to gross quality control failures. Damon Guterman indicated that the sole purpose for reporting these data to water suppliers in an expedited manner is to trigger re-sampling.  The Drinking Water Program (DWP) is considering drafting language for regulations at 310 CMR 22.00 to require resampling within 24 hours of notification of an exceedance.

The Department clarified that by use of specific terminology (i.e. Maximum Contaminant Level and Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level) this regulation applies only to the analysis of drinking water samples.  The action level for lead and copper is not covered by this regulation.

There was consensus that the timeline for reporting Maximum Contaminant Level exceedances where samples are sub-contracted requires further clarification.  Of particular concern to the laboratories are the notification procedures to follow when the primary laboratory receives notification of an exceedance immediately prior to a holiday weekend.     

Reporting microbiology results in eDEP

Michael Delaney indicated that his laboratory has difficulty reporting “TNTC-I” and “TNTC-P” results when using membrane filtration methods to analyze samples under the Total Coliform Rule.  The difficulty arises due to a reporting unit change required by the current rules programmed into eDEP.  The Laboratory Certification Office and Drinking Water Program will review the circumstances under which the problem occurs.  If necessary, changes will be made to eDEP to accommodate additional reporting units for “TNTC” results.

Update on Total Coliform Rule Sample typing

The DWP is preparing a sample-typing document.  The document is scheduled to be released within the next two months.

Update on eDEP

Damon Guterman announced two changes to eDEP recently approved by the Information Management Executive Committee.  IT staff have been assigned to make the following fixes to eDEP:

1)
 Allow Public Water Suppliers to have an eDEP log-in identification that would permit them to view their data.
2)
Allow laboratories to view and print data on DEP forms post eDEP submittal.

Single-sample upload is still being worked on.  MassDEP still uses Office 2003 and so there are problems when working with newer systems.  

No deadline has been set for mandatory use of eDEP.  The voluntary use of eDEP will be reevaluated after the enhancements have been made.

The annual statistical report is being built into eDEP.  The report’s due date may be adjusted so that eDEP can be used for the upcoming report.

Announcements 

Ann Marie Allen announced that the next Environmental Measurement Symposium, a combined meeting of the National Environmental Monitoring Conference and The Forum on Laboratory Accreditation, is scheduled for August 11-15, 2008 in Washington DC.  A draft agenda for the meeting is posted on TNI’s website, http://www.nelac-institute.org.

Damon Guterman requested information as to how many inquiries laboratories are fielding pertaining to Pharmaceutical and Personal Care Product testing.  The general consensus among the laboratories present was that there has not been a large number of requests for this testing.  

NOTE:  The next LAC meeting is scheduled for September 9, 2008, from 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM in the Concord Room at MassDEP's Central Regional Office in Worcester, MA.


