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President'sM essage
By Dan Falcone

Itishardtobelievethat L abor Day
ishere. Summerisalmost goneand
school isback insession.

Thel TLA hassevera challenges
facingusasweput vacationtime
behind usand get back intothe
routineday today business.

Theeconomy isbarely growingif
expandingatall. That meansan
extremely competitivemarket not
only for our customersbut alsofor
our member |aboratories.

Thee ectronicdatasubmittalsbeing
discussed by thefedera govern-
ment & by stateregulatory agencies
areanother upcomingchallenge.
Multiplelevel sof security asare-
quirement by thefederal govern-
mentwill presenttechnical, finan-
cia,andprogrammingchallengesto
every labmakingel ectronicsubmit-
talstoany federal or stateagencies.

Thechangingregulatory
requirementsat thefederal and
statelevels, especialy withnew
standards, posechallengesfor the

I TLA memberstostay currentand
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beabletocompeteinthecoming
year. Thesechangesmay require
capital expendituresandalter the
methodsand techniquesweall use
toprocessour customerssamples.

Thel TLA cannot makeanimpact
ontheeconomy. Thatisbeyond
thecapabilitiesof our group of
member companies.

Howeverthel TLA executive
committee& other ITLA members
areinvolvedwiththeelectronic
datachallengesbeingpresentedto
our market. Theelectronicdata
requirementsof thefederal govern-
ment arebeingfollowedclosely so
they will haveaminimal negative
impactonthel TLA members.

Thechanging standardsbeing pro-
posed by thefederal government &
New England statesareinastate
of flux. Hexavaent Chrome, Man-
ganeseand 1, 4 Dioxanestandards
couldbechanginginthenear fu-
ture. How thesechangeswill affect
our member |absisyet to beseen.

All of thesechallengeswill be
topicsof discussionat our Septem-
ber quarterly meeting. | hopetosee
youon September 28th.

Wednesday., September 28, 2011, Doubletree Hotel in Milford, MA. Feature Presentation: "Manganese and

the MA DEP’ TBA, MA Department of Environmental Protection




MWRA Items

By Mike Delaney, mdelaney@mwra.state.ma.us

MWRA CompletesOverflow Tunnel in South
Boston—Beaches Will Be Among the Cleanest
IntheCountry

InJune, theM assachusetts\Water Resources
Authority heldaceremony in South Bostontomark
theopening of itscombined sewer overflow (CSO)
storagetunnel, whichwill eliminateCSOsandstorm
water dischargestothebeachesin South Boston after
all buttheheaviest of storms.

Speakersat theeventincluded Boston Mayor
ThomasM enino; Senator Jack Hart; Rick Sullivan,
Secretary of Energy and Environmentd Affairsand
theChairmanof MWRA'’ sBoard of Directors; H.
CurtisSpalding, EPA Regiona Administrator;
Federal District Court JudgeRichard G. Stearns,
DCR Commissioner EdLambert;andMWRA
ExecutiveDirector Fred Laskey.

“Today, Massachusettsmarksasignificant
environmental andpublichealthmilestone,” said
Governor Deval Patrick. “ Thecompletionof this
project ensuresthat theshoresof Boston Harbor will
beamongthecleanest urban beachesinthecountry,
enhancingrecreationa opportunitiesfor city resdents
andvistorsaike.”

“Thisproject marksyet another major milestonein
theBoston Harbor cleanup, oneof thegreatest envi-
ronmental restorationeffortsinour nation’ shistory.
Theresultsarevisibleacrossour city,” said Boston
Mayor ThomasMenino*“andl commendtheMWRA
for makingthisprojectareality and | thank our rate
payersfortheirinvestmentinacl eaner envi-ronment
that will continueto pay dividendsinthefuture.”

“Thecleanup of BostonHarbor anditspublic
beachesisan outstanding examplewhat happens
whencitizensadvocatefor issuesimportant tothem,
andgovernment thenlistens, makespromises, and
fulfillsthosepromiseswithstrategicinvestments. The
investmentsmadeby theMWRA instate-of -the-art
wastewater trestmentinfrastructureand by the
Patrick-Murray Administrationtoimprove& maintain

highquality beachfacilitiesrepresent promiseskept,
& | canassureyouweintend to keep thosecommit-
mentssothat Boston Harbor remainstheshining
jewd itistoday,” saidEnergy and Environmental
AffairsSecretary RichardK. Sullivan, Jr.

Until today, combined sewer overflowsdischarged
about 20timesayear at six outfallsalongthe South
Boston beaches. From now on, CSO and storm
water flowswill bestoredinthetunnel until thestorm
subsides. Thetunnel will thenbepumped out andthe
flowssentto Deer Iandfor treatment and discharge.

“Over along period of time, many groupsand
individua shaveshowngreat commitment and
workedvery hard onthedifficulttask of cleaningup
BostonHarbor. Thiswork isnow paying off real
dividendsfor our residentswho cantakeadvantage
of theurban beachesright hereintheBostonarea
and, onahot summer day, enjoy aswiminclean
healthy water,” said Curt Spalding, regiona
administrator of EPA’ sNew England office.

Thisproject wasmandated under thesamefederal
court order that oversaw the Boston Harbor Cleanup
program.

Federal District Court JudgeRichard G. Stearns, who
overseestheBostonHarbor casesaid, “ Today marks
thecompletion of another important milestoneinthe
cleanup of BostonHarbor. Thecourt hasnot been
theeasi est of taskmasters- on April 14thof thisyear,
| issuedthe219th ComplianceOrder inthishistoric
endeavor. At every step of theway, themenand
womenof theMWRA haverisentothechallenge.
Andthisstepisoneinwhichtheratepayersandthe
community at largecantakeparticular delight - the
god wastohavethis$225millionprojectfinishedin
timefor the2011 swimming seasonand under
director Laskey’ sleadership, ithasbeenmet.”

“Thepositiveenvironmental development at our
beachesisal soaninvestmentinour recreational
resources. Fromour beachestotheHarbor islands,
thiswork enablesusto takeback our urban
waterfronts, enhancingthequality of lifeof our
residents,” saild DCR Commissioner EdLambert.

TheSouthBoston CSO Storage Tunnel isthesingle
largest projectinMWRA’ s$850millionprogramto
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control combined sewer overflows. Theprojectaso
received$9.09millioninfedera stimulusfunding.

Visit Our Web Pagefor M orelnformation
Check usout at www.mwra.com. Wehaveawealth
of informationfor boththepublicandfor expertson
our water andwastewater activities. Thisincludes
monthly updatesondrinkingwater quality testing,
informationonlead, our most recent Consumer
ConfidenceReport, & many technical reportsasso-
ciatedwiththeDeer |dand Treatment Plant and our
extensiveHarbor andOutfall Monitoring program.

Regulatory Update

By Bob Bentley, bob@h2otest.net

eDEP

Theupgradefor eDEPhasbeenworking somewhat
smoothly for thepast few monthsalthoughrecently
someof ushavehadissuesupl oading specificdata.
Thebughasbeenfound, however, andweweretold
thatitwill befixedinearly September.

DEP continuesto need moretimeto programfor
added contaminants(e.g. Enterococcus, etc.) but they
didcommittotheL ACthat further changesrequiring
any re-programmingwoul d bediscussedwiththe
affectedlabcommunity priortofinalization.

Weweretoldthat 16 labsarepresently usingeDEP.
Wewereal sotoldthat the Commissioner hasbeen
pushingforincreasedefficiency sincethereare
decreased resources(people) intheDEP. Giventhis,

thepushwill beontoincreaseoverall submissions
usingeDEP. Thel TLA hasbeenvery clear that this
needsto bedoneonly with adequateresources
devotedtothe DEPIT staff.

Severd issuesexistedwiththe® help” desk at
EOEEA. Effortsarebeingmadeinternally tomake
thisunit moreresponsivetotheendusers.

M anganese

TheSafeDrinkingWater Act Advisory Committee
(SDWAAC) had morediscussionsabout theheal th
effectsof manganeseindrinkingwater. Theguidance
level will be0.3mg/L. TheDepartment of Public
HealthandtheDEPareworkingonajoint rel ease.
Infantsaretheparticular groupof concern. All PWS
will berequiredtotest for Manganesebyfall. This
will allow DEPtofocustheir effortsonthose PWS
that haveMnlevelsinexcessof thecriteria. It seems
tothiswriter that DEPisfocusingonthelarger water
suppliersonly and did not haveacogent planfor the
mom & pop PWS'. It also seemsthat no thought has
beenputintotheprivatewell situation. | expressed
ITLA’sconcernthat adequatenoticebegiventothe
laboratory community, particularly sincethepresence
of MninprivateweIsisvery significant. (Wehavea
speaker from DEPcomingto our upcoming meeting
todiscussDEP sMninitiative.)

Onthisand other issues, stay tuned!!! Weplanto
updateyouat our upcoming meetingwithnewsfrom
thenext Lab Advisory Committeemeeting. If you
know of other regulatory issuesor haveany other
itemsweshould bewatching, pleasecontact meor
any member of theExecutiveCommittee.

ITLA Quarterly Meeting

Wednesday, September 28, 2011
DoubletreeHotel

11 Beaver Street, Milford, MA 01757
(508) 478-7010

8:30a.m. Coffee
9:00a.m. CommitteeReports
9:30a.m. Hexavalent Chromium, Perchlorate

and Other New M ethods- What the

EPA May Regulate
By Charles Ahrens, Lachat
Instruments/Hach Company

10:15a.m. Break

10:30a.m. Manganese and the MA DEP
By TBA, Massachusetts Department
of Environmental Protection

12:30pm MeetingAdjourns
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