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M essage from the President
ByJimOcchialini
Greetingsfellow I TLA members,

Wéll,it’ stimefor another meeting,
andnotjustany meeting...its
Annua Mestingtimeagain. The
Annua Meetingalsomeansthatit’s
electiontime, andwewill bevoting
foranew PresidentandVice
President. | ampleasedto
announcethat wehaveapair of
distinguished candidatesready to
stepin. Thecandidatesare:

President
KevinBraga
ESSL aboratories
VicePresident
ChrisWakefield
Spectrum Analytical

Pleasejoinmeinvotingforthisfine
dateof candidates& wishingthem
well intheir new roleasleadersof
our organization.

Wehaveagreat agendafor our
meetingcominguponMarch 1%, If
youuseGC/MSinyour laboratory,
youwill wanttoattend thismeeting.
Wehavetwo vendor presentations
onthesubjectthat will beas
ingtructiveasthey areillustrativeof

theinstrumentation’ sfeaturesand
benefits. Ourfirst vendor presenta-
tionisby John Dwan of Quantum
Analytics.Mr. Dwanwill present
theAgilant5975, explaininghow
youcanutilizethesoftwareto
operatetheinstrumentinboththe
SIM andfull scanmodes. Our next
vendor, Terry Jeffersof Thermo
Electron, will comparesingle
guadrupoleGC/M Swithiontrap
technology.

Our featured speaker isJeffrey
Curran, SupervisngEnvironmental
L aboratory Consultantwiththe
Connecticut Department of Public
Health. TheConnecticut DEP' s
new preservationpolicy forthe
analysisof VOCsinsoil will be-
comefinal onMarch 1, theday of
our meeting. Mr. Curranwill
explainthenew policy andtake
guestionsonitsimplementation.
Mr. Curranwill a'sogiveusanup-
dateontheReasonableConfidence
Protocol’ sana ytical methodsand
reporting requirements.

It hasbeen my honor to serveyou
inmy roleasPresident of the
Association. | wanttothank the
ExecutiveBoardfor all of the

Quarterly Meeting - Wednesday, March 1, 2006, Crowne Plaza, Worcester, MA

Feature Presentation: “ Status Report on the Connecticut RCP” & “New Soil Preservation Requirements for

VOC Samples’ Mr. Jeffrey Curran, Connecticut Department of Public Health

See page 4 for agenda




ass stancethey havegiven methroughout my term.
Their hardwork anddedicationhasmadel TLA a
better association. | greatly appreciatedtheir efforts,
asthey should beby theentiremembership. Withtwo
membersof the ExecutiveBoard now ready totake
over theleadership, | know wewill beingood hands.

MWRA Items

Provided by Mike Delaney
(mike.delaney@mwr a.state.ma.us)

Successful MWRA TRAC Training Session
MWRA heldasuccessful trainingsessionon
Wednesday, January 18", 2006, for |aboratoriesand
consultantswhowork for industrieswithMWRA
sawer usepermits. About 30 partici pantslearned
about theMWRA pretreatment program, called
ToxicReductionand Control (TRAC), whichissues
permitstoindustriesthat dischargeintotheMWRA
sewer system. Many of thesepermitsrequireself-
monitoringby theindustriesusingcertified
|aboratoriesand NPDES-approved methods. The
training sessionwasheld at theDeer | and Treatment
PlantinWinthrop, MA, andincluded anindoor tour
of thetreatment plant andtheMWRA Central Lab
becauseitwasarainy howlinggaleoutside. The
training sessionreceived good marksonevaluations
submitted by participants.

Updateon Disinfection By-Products
Withtherecent start-up of the Carroll Water
Treatment Plant and theuseof ozoneinstead of
chlorinefor primary disinfection, thelevel of
disinfectionby-productshasdroppeddramatically.
MWRA hasalwaysmet thestandardsfor disinfection
by-products, but with ozonation, thenew level sof
disinfectionby-productsareevenfurther below
currentandfuturestandards. MWRA tracksthe
levelsof DBPsinthewater closely. Infact, wetake
morethanfivetimesasmany samplesasrequired.
Thepresent MA-DEPand EPA standardsrequire
that therunningannual average (averageof pastfour
guarters) not beover 80 ug/L for THM sand not be
over40ug/L forHAAs. Basedonsamplingat 16
compliancesites, disinfectionby-productlevel shave

now dropped by over 80%, withTHM and HAA
levelsnow averaginglessthan 10ug/L. Withthe
startup of the CWTPin July 2005, MWRA water
now meetsEPA’ srecently issued standards
(December 2005), 6 to 8 years ahead of the
regulatory schedule.

Updateon L ead and Copper samplingfor 2005:
Good Newson Lead Levels

Themost recent sampling round, onceagain, meets
theLead ActionL evel. Resultsfromlead and copper
samplescollectedin Sept. 2005 show that 90.5% of
thetargeted high-risk homeshad|eadlevel sequal to
or belowtheLead ActionLevel (AL) of 15 partsper
billion (ppb), meetingthere-quirement of atleast 90
%. In September, 2005, the 90th percent valuewas
13.8 ppb. MWRA, asasystem, hasmet four straight
roundsand 7 of thelast 9 sampling rounds.

“ A Healthy Environment Startsat Home”
MWRA' sguidetoreducingour useof hazardous
household productsisnow availableonlineat
www.mwra.comasa25-page, full-color down-
loadable” PDF” file. Publicationof thisbooklet was
required by theMWRA’ swastewater discharge
permitfromEPA and MA DEP.

TRAC*“eSMART”: Wecontinuetoreceivelab
dataelectronically usingtheweb-based“e-SMART”
program. Labsaccesse-SMART usingaPIN pro-
videdby MWRA. Theprogram acceptseither data
filesinaspecificformat, or on-linedataentry. Chains
of custody arescanned and submitted asPDFfiles.
Sofar, over 20labsareusinge-SMART. Tofind out
moreabout e-SMART contact AliceChangat 617-
305-5621 or Alice.Chang@mwra.state.ma.us.

Labsusnge-SMART arereminded of thefollowing:
If thechainof custody formismissing, orismissing
vital information, includingthepermitnumber, the
samplelocationnumber, or theeffluent flow
information, TRACwill returnthereport for
correctionandresubmission.

e-SMART FileFor mat Specification: Tobetter
assist |labsthat chooseto useal IMSsystemto
submitdata, TRACmodifiedthee-SMART File
Format Specificationthat |abscan accessusingthee-
SMART Helpfunction. Thespecificationsinclude: a
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datafileoverview, formattinginstructions, asample
file instructionsfor checkingthefileformat,anda
dictionary of MWRA test codesand components.

Visit our web pagefor mor einfor mation: Check
usout at www.mwra.com. Wehaveaweal th of
informationfor boththepublicandfor expertsonour
water andwastewater activities. Thisincludesmonthly
updatesondrinkingwater quality testing,in-formation
onlead, our most recent Consumer Confi-dence
Report, and many technical reportsassociatedwith
theDeer |sland Treatment Plant and our extensive
Harbor and Outfall Monitoring program.

Regulatory Update

By Bob Bentley, Regualtory Affairs Chair

Regulation Revisions

Aswestatedin December’ sSpecial Alert, the

L aboratory Certificationregulations(310CMR42.00)
havebeenrewritten. Thedraft formof thesechanges
hasbeenreleased. TheL aboratory Certification
Officegpecifically asked I TLA toreview andcom-
mentonthisversion. Pleasenotethat ITLA isthe
onlyorganizationwhowasaskedforinput!! ITLA
formedaCommitteetoreview thechanges, and
submitted our 10 pagesof comments. Wethank the
Committeemembersfor theirinput. Wewill provide
additional informationmoreat our upcomingmeeting.

eDEP

Asmost of you know, inmid-January eDEPwas
formally rolledouttotheentirelabcommunity.
Initialy, thishasbeenaimedat |abswho submit
drinkingwater data. Although DEPseemsseemsvery
excited about thisprogram, itisclear that most labs
aretakingawait and seeapproachtothe
implementation. Most formsarebe ng changed, and
althoughI TLA hascons stently askedtohaveinput
prior totheir roll out, our requestshavebeenignored.

Perchlorate

By now, everyoneshould havereceivedthepolicy
memorandumfromtheL ab Certification Officeabout
theacceptanceof theLC/MSMSandIC/MS
methods. Thiswasbrought about throughthe
continua proddingof ITLA.

Regulatory News

Provided by Jerry Parr, Editor of Calibrate

OSW IssuesGuidancefor Perchlorate
Contamination

EPA’ sOfficeof SolidWasteand Emergency
Responsehasi ssued new guidancefor cleaningup
perchloratecontamination, recommendinga
preliminary clean-upgoal for perchlorateof 24.5ppb
inwater. http://epa.gov/newsroom/perchlorate.pdf

EPA IssuesNew Guidancefor Perchlorate

EPA issued new protectiveguidancefor perchlorate
contamination, recommendingaclean-upgoal of 24.5
ug/L inwater. EPA’ sguidanceisderivedfromthe
agency’ sreferencedosefor perchlorate, andthe
preliminary goa isastarting pointfor aneval uation of
Ste-specificconditions.
http://epa.gov/newsroom/perchl orate. pdf

Two-hour Test for I ndicator sof Swimming-
Associated Gastrointestinal 11Iness

Standard methodsto measurerecresational water
quality requireat | east 24 hours. Water sampl esfor
Enterococcusand Bacter oi des speciesweretested
usingthepolymerasechainreaction (PCR) method.
Environ Health Perspect 114:24-28 (2006). http://
ehp.niehs.nih.gov/members/’2005/8273/8273.pdf

EnhancementstoEPA Document Website
TheEPA portal for document retrieval hasanew
searchenginemakingit easier tofindand download
EPA publications. http://nepis.epa.gov/

DrinkingWater Long Term 2Enhanced Surface
Water Treatment RuleFinalized

EPA haspublishedaruletoreduceillnesslinkedwith
Cryptosporidiumand other microorganisms. The
rulecontainsprovisionstoreducerisksfrom
uncoveredfinishedwater reservoirsandtoensurethat
systemsmaintainmicrobial protectionwhenthey take
stepstodecreasetheformation of disinfection
byproductsthat result fromchemical water treatment.
(1/5/06; 71 FR653) (See Regulatory on page 4)

ITLANEWS/ February 2006 3




| TLA Annual

Meeting

Wednesday, March 1, 2006
CrownePlazaHotel
10Lincoln Square, Wor cester, MA
(508) 791-1600

8:30a.m. Registration

0:00a.m. CommitteeReports
Secretary

Technicd

Newdetter

Election
LabAdvisory
Membership
Treasurer

Regulatory

By-laws

Ethics

0:15a.m. Regulatory/LabAdvisory

CommitteeReport
Mr. Bob Bentley, Analytical Balance

Proposed MA L ab Certification Regu-
lationsMA EDEPstatus& update

0:40a.m. "The5975—New Generation of
Agilent GC/MS’ & “Markes
Thermal Desor ption”

Mr. John Dwan, Quantum Analytics

10:40a.m. Break

10:50a.m. “GC/M SEnvironmental Analysis
Comparison: SingleQuadrupolevs.
lon Trap Technology”

Mr. Terry Jeffers, Thermo Electron

11:30a.m. Elections

12:00p.m. Lunch

12:30p.m. Featured Speaker
“ StatusReport ontheConnecticut
RCP” & “New Soil Preservation
Requirementsfor VOC Samples’
Mr. Jeffrey Curran, Supervising
Environmental Laboratory Consultant
Connecticut Department of Public
Health

1:30p.m. MestingAdjourns

NYAAEL Seminar

TheNew Y ork Associationof Environmental Labo-
ratorieshasinvited Dr. Barry Gumpfrom CA State
University topresent"Thel nter pretation of M ass
Spectra- BasicInterpretation Skills' onMarch
20, 2006, in Syracuse, NY . Thisseminar waspre-
sentedby ITLA in2003andreceivedravereviews.
OnMarch 21, wehaveinvited PerkinElmer to speak
on" 1CP/M S Spectral Interferencesand Sensi-
tivity Correctionsfor Inorganics' & " Elemental
and Chemical Speciation.” If anyoneisinterested
ineither of thesemeetings, youmay visitthe

NY AAEL websiteat www.nyaael .orgtoviewthe
flyers. All ITLA memberswill begivenmembership
ratesfor theseclasses.

Regulatory
From Page 3

DrinkingWater Stage?2 Disinfection By-
ProductsRuleFinalized

EPA haspublishedtheStage2 DBPrule. Thisrule
tightenscompliancemonitoringrequirementsfor
trihalomethanesand hal oaceticacids. (1/4/06; 71FR
387)

Upcoming M eeting Dates
June 7, September 13 & December 6
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