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Presdent's
M essage

By Dan Falcone
Wehavemadeitthroughthe
National €l ectionsandtheHoliday
celebrationsand now weareall
back to our usual business. Oneof
theloomingissuesfacingour
member |aboratoriesarepotential
changesinthedrinkingwater
regulationsfor Hexava ent Chrome.
TheStateof Californiahas
proposed drinkingwater standards
of Hexavalent Chromeintheparts
pertrillionconcentrations.
Californiahassuggested methods
that notall our member |aboratories
can perform becauseof equipment
requirements. Thebigger question
is: How will theEPA andtheother
drinkingwater regulatorsreactto
thisCdiforniastandard?Will they
jumponthebandwagonand
regulateHexavalent Chromeas
Californiahasproposed, or will
they takeahands- off approach
becausethey do not haveamethod
of removingthehexava ent Chrome
fromthedrinkingwater oncethe

Annual Meeting
Wednesday, March 30,2011, DoubleTreeHotel inMilford, MA.

Californiastandardsareexceeded.
Timewill tell, butif historyisan
indicator, wecanexpecttohave
additiona andstricter regulations.
How each of our member
|aboratorieshandlesthesenew
regul ationscanbeal ost causeor
anopportunity for growth.

Ourupcoming TLA March
meetingisour Annua Meeting. We
will beelectingaTreasurer and
Secretary. Attachedtothe

newsdl etter istheballotfor thetwo
offices. Pleasevoteby completing
theballotandforwardingtoChris
WakefieldNominating Committee
Chairman. Pleaseonly onevoteper
|aboratory.

cwakefiel d@a phalab.com
FAX 508-898-9193

Or by USMail
ChrisWakefidd
AlphaAndytica
8WakUpDrive
Westboro , MA 01581

| hopeto seeyou at theMarch
meeting.

Feature Presentation: “AG Environmental Crime Strike Force” Andrew Rainer, MA Env'l Police




MWRA Items

By Mike Delaney, mdelaney@mwra.state.ma.us

MWRA L aboratoriesPassDEP Auditswith
New LIMS

Twoof MWRA ' sfour certifiedlaboratories
successfully passed DEPauditsin2010withour new
LabWareLIMS. Thisincluded howwearehandling
control charts, detectionlimits,andreportinglimit
verifications. DEPrequirementswereincorporated
intotheL IM Sduringthedesignphase. Thisincluded
thecapability toupl oad bacteriaand chemistry results
viaeDEP.

FluorideinMWRA DrinkingW ater

OnJanuary 7,2011, theUSEnvironmenta

Protection Agency and Department of Healthand
Human Services(HHS) issued adraft assessment and
draft recommendationsthat thefluoridedosebe
lowered—for our regionfrom1.0t00.7 mg/L -
based onthefact that therearenow many other
sourcesof fluoride. They indicatedthat thereduced
dosewill continueto providedental protectionwhile
reducingtherisk of milddental fluorosis, thebarely
visiblelacy whitemarkingsor spotsontoothenamel.
Therewill bea30day comment period, andafinal
recommendationisexpectedinspring2011. MWRA
will continueitspracticeof following theguidanceof
theHHSandwill changeitsfluoridedoseoncethe
final recommendationisrel eased.

MWRA maintainsatarget fluoridelevel of 1.0 part
per millionindrinkingwater asrecommended by the
Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
andsevera other prominent organi zations. Thestrong
positiontakenby the CDC, oneof theworld's
leading publichedlthingtitutions, isimportanttoun-
derstandingMWRA'’ sadditionof fluoridetoreduce
toothdecay and promotecommunity publichealth.

CDCrecently publishedareport, Ten Great Public
Health Achievements— United States1900-1999,
that listed fluoridation of publicwater suppliesto
reducedental cavitiesasoneof theleadingpublic
healthachievementsof theentirecentury.

Thesummary of CDC’ sviewsisincludedinthe
document: Achievementsin Public Health, 1900 to
1999: Fluoridation to Prevent Dental Cavities.
TheCDCishighly regardedfortheir scientific
expertiseand objectivity, anditisimportant tousthat
their positiononfluoridationisunequivocal.

Our approachisreinforced by theviewsof other
organizationswithstrongpublicheathandmedical
credential sthat a so support fluoridationincludingthe
M assachusetts Department of PublicHealth, World
Health Organization, andtheAmerican Dental
Association.

TheEnvironmental Protection Agency (EPA) sets
fluoridestandardstoguarddrinkingwater safety. For
fluoride, 4.0 partsper millionistheMaximum
Contaminant Level Goal, thelevel belowwhichthere
iIsnoknownor expectedrisk to heal th.

MWRA maintainsatarget fluoridelevel of 1.0 ppm,
asrecommended by theCDC, MDPH, ADA, and
WHO, and continuously monitorsthelevels. MWRA
hasfluoridated at thislevel for over 20yearsMWRA
isawarethat anumber of peopleacrossthecountry
areraisingquestionsabout fluorideindrinkingwater.
MWRA intendsto keep anopen-mindedview onany
mattersof technical competency, andwewill pay
closeattentionto competingviewpoints. Butitis
doubtful that MWRA'’ spositionwill changesolong
astheCDC, MDPH, and otherscontinueto support
fluoridationanditsbenefits.

Links

HHSand EPA AnnounceNew Scientific
Assessmentsand ActionsonFluoride(HHS)
Proposed HHSRecommendationfor Fluoride
ConcentrationinDrinking Water for Dental Caries
(HHS)

FluorideRisk Assessment and Relative Source
Contribution(EPA)

Fact Sheet: Community Water Fluoridation (CDC)
Water ScienceTopics: Fluoride(AWWA)

MWRA’sSewer Treatment Plant and Outfall
ContinuetoBenefit Water Quality, Ecosystems:
2009 Monitoring Data Released (See
www.mwra.com/01news/2010/120210-
outfallmonitoring.html for graphica content.)

MWRA ispleasedtoreport that test resultsfor 2009
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show that theDeer | land Treatment Plant continues
tooperateasdesigned, andthat dischargesthrough
theMWRA Ouitfall had nounexpected effectsonthe
watersor ecosystemsof M assachusettsand Cape
CodBays.

Inaddition, noimpactsof theoutfall onthe
Stellwagen Bank National MarineSanctuary were
detected. Summariesof effluent resultsand ambient
monitoringresultsfollow.

Deer Island Effluent Results: MWRA isrequired
toperformstringent and specifictestsontheDeer
Idand Treatment Plant anditseffluent (the
wastewater that i sdischargedthroughtheMWRA
outfal). Deer Idandeffluent continuously met water
quality standardsin2009.

SolidsReduced by Over 90% Sincel990: The
amount of solidsinMWRA effluent reachedarecord
lowin2009. Overal, solidsdischargelevelshave
been reduced by over 90% since 1990. Thismeans
that theDeer |land Treatment Plant hasbeen
workingeffectively toremoveparti culatematter from
thewastewater stream.

M etals Dischar ges Remained L ow in 2009:
Metal sineffluent remainedat low level sin2009.

M etal sentering theplant have been reduced by
industrial pre-treatment, andarefurther removed
during secondary treatment sothat theeffluent meets
stringentlimitsthat protect marinelife.

Almost All Flow Received Full Secondary
Treatment: Deer |Idand effluent continuoudy met
secondary treatmentlimits. Thisindicatesthatthe
treatment plant haseffectively reduced|evel sof Total
Suspended Solids(TSS) and Carbon Oxygen
Demand (cBOD) inwastewater beforedischarge.

Pesticidein Boston Harbor and M assachusetts
Bay Flounder Declining: Levelsof thebanned pes-
ticidechlordaneinflounder filletshavebeendecrea
singthroughout theregioncomparedtothe1990s.

Effectson the Ocean and itslnhabitants:
Researcherstest M assachusettsBay water, sediment
and plant/animal communitiestoensurethat the
MWRA outfall’ streated effluent doesnot adversely
impacttheocean or itsinhabitants. Noadverse

impactstotheenvironment of thebaysweredetected
in2009.

Rateof Liver Diseasein Flounder Has Declined
Since1991: In2009, therateof early liver diseasein
flounder remained|ow comparedto 1991-2000,
beforethenew treatment plant cameon-line.

An Abundanceof WhalesintheBays: Healthy
whalescontinuetolivein Massachusettsand Cape
CodBays. In2009thenumber and diversity of the
zooplanktonthat whal eseat remained normal and
typical forthearea.

Animal “Hardbottom” communitiesar ehealthy
near theoutfall: Near theoutfall, abundant animal
communities, including cod, |obster androck crab,
arethriving. Normal communitiesof worms, anthro-
pods& mollusksliveontheseafloor near theoutfall.

COMPLETERESUL TS. Resultsfor2009are
presentedindetail inMWRA’ s2009 Outfall
Monitoring Overview. Thefull report (PDF)is
availablefor download.

Visit our Web Pagefor Morelnformation
Check usout at www.mwra.com. Wehaveawealth
of informationfor boththepublicandfor expertson
our water andwastewater activities. Thisincludes
monthly updatesondrinkingwater quality testing,
informationonlead, our most recent Consumer Con-
fidenceReport, and many technical reportsasso-
ciatedwiththeDeer Island Treatment Plant and our
extensiveHarbor and Outfall M onitoring program.

Regulatory Update

By Bob Bentley, bob@h2otest.net

L aboratory Advisory Committee
TheLabAdvisory Committeemetin December and
discussed anumber of issues.

ReportingMDLsand RIs

Astheresult of alab’ srejection of databy DEPfor
showingadilutedMDL, theL ACdiscussedthe
current requirements. DEP sposition (andapparently
EPA’s)isthattheMDL isjustthat. That hnumberis
hard-wiredintoforms(andintheeDEPcode) and
doesnot allow changesfor adilution. Our statement
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wasthat thiswasinaccurate (DEPagrees) and
“assuming” that DEP personnel wouldpick upona
commentinthenotesthat thesamplewasdilutedis
makingahugeassumption. However, sincethis
apparently hasnationwideimplications, EPA
(probably throughthe OGWDW) will beaskedfor
verification. It wasnoted that theother way of
addressingthiswouldbetorequirethat al labsadd
“dilutionfactor” and“ reportinglevel” columnstoall
uploaded data(whichwould alsomeanthat all paper
formswould havetobealtered).

M anganese

TheSafeDrinkingWater Act Advisory Committee
(SDWAAC) hadadiscussionof thehealth effects
relatedto manganeseindrinkingwater. Infantsand
immune-compromisedindividua shavethepotential
for someneurol ogica effects, particularly withinfants
whoseformulahasbeenmadewithwater “high” in
manganese. TheSDWAA Creviewed occurrence
resultsinM A andarenow hopingfor somevoluntary
samplingby PWS stogather moredata. Thecurrent
level of concernis0.3mg/L. Other stateshavebeen
addressingthisaswell.

eDEP

Wewereinformedthat thework onthestructural
changestotheeDEPprogramwasmovingaong.
Thestated desirewasto havethisportionrolled out
totheL abcommunity inJanuary or February. This
will betransparent to usersbut shouldsignificantly
speed uptheprocessing of data.

Weweretoldthat moretimeisrequiredtodothe
programmingfor additional contaminants, (e.g.
Enterococcus, etc.) but DEPcommittedtothe LAC
that further changesrequiringany re-programming
wouldbediscussedwiththeaffectedlab community
priortofindization.

DEPhasbeentold by EPA that inorder tobe
compliantwiththefederal systems, thereisaneedto
enhancethesecurity aroundtheentirety of eDEP.
Everyonewill berequiredto haveapasswordwhich
DEPwill not beableto see(they cannow). In
addition, everyonewill berequiredtoundergoa“two
level authentication” whichentailsprovidinganswers
to“ secret” questions.

Thedrumbeat continuesregarding mandatory
implementation. Wehavebeentoldthat thenew
Commissioner, KenKimmel, seemstohavethesame
intentintermsof encouraging morepeopletoupload
electronically. However, they haveconceded that they
haveto dotheabovework beforethey can say you
must useeDEP.

Other

ThelL abswereasked about theability to provide24
hour aday, 7 daysaweek, 365 daysayear cover-
age. It seemsthat someL absdo not providethisto
their customers. TheL absinattendanceindicated
emphatically that they providethiscoveragetoexis-
ting customers, but not tothe PWS swho areshort-
sighted enoughnottohavethisintheir contracts.
However, wehavebeenasked to survey our member
Labsastotheir willingnessto providethiscoverage.
Pleaserespondtomeif youareinterestedin
providingthiscoverage.[Sofar, | know of one.]

Onthisand other issues, stay tuned!!'! Weplanto
updateyou at our upcoming meetingwithnewsfrom
thenext Lab Advisory Committeemeeting. If you
know of other regulatory issuesor haveany other
itemsweshoul d bewatching, pleasecontact meor
any member of theExecutiveCommittee.

Regulatory News

Provided by Catalyst Information Resources

EPA Proposes“Method UpdateRule’ for Water

Program

»  EPA haspublishedapre-publicationnoticethat
proposesnew methods, or changestoexisting
methods, that affect 22 EPA methods, 16
Standard M ethodsmethods, 10ASTM methods,
and 8 alternatetest proceduresin 40 CFR Part
136. Theproposed ruleal so containsanumber of
clarificationsrel ating toapproved methods,
samplepreservationandholdingtimes, quality
control, and method modificationsaswell as
changesto specific sectionsof thecodeof federal
regulationsthat relateto NPDESpermitsfor
threedifferentindustrial categories.

*  www.epagov/waterscience/methods/update/
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ITLA Annual Meeting

Wednesday, M ar ch 30, 2011
DoubleTree Hotel

11 Beaver Street, Milford, MA 01757

8:30a.m.
9:00a.m.
9:45am

10:45am

11:30am
1:00pm

(508) 478-7010
Registration & Networking
CommitteeReports

PossibleAgilent Presentation
More info to follow.

Gilson Presentation
By Gilson Representative

* Brief History of Gilson

» Advantagesof LiquidHandler
approachto Automation

* Detailsof Hardware/ Softwarefor
MA EPH

» Examplesof other Systems

Lunch

Attorney General Environmental
CrimeStrikeForce
By Andrew Rainer, MA Env'l Police

TheEnvironmenta CrimesStrikeForce
investigatesand prosecutescrimesthat
harmthestate' sair, land or water, or
that poseasignificant threat tohuman
health. TheStrikeForceisan
interagency teamthatincludes
prosecutorsfromtheAttorney Generad’s
Office, officersfromtheM assachusetts
Environmenta Police, andinvestigators,
engineersandattorneysfromthe

M assachusettsDepartment of
Environmental Protection(DEP). Strike
Forcepartnersmeet regularly toevaluate
whether enforcement againgt particular
environmenta violationsshouldbedone
adminigratively, civillyorcrimindly. The
most egregiousviolationsarereferredfor
criminal prosecution. TheStrikeForce

2:00pm

gathersevidenceduringundercover
investigations, carefully buildscases
againgtenvironmenta violators, then
takesthemtocourt.

TheStrikeForcehasrecently pursued
prosecutionsforimproper disposal of
hazardouswaste, failureto properly
report spillsof ail or hazardouswaste,
failureto properly abateand disposeof
asbestos, and exposingworkersto
unsafeenvironmental conditions.

Mr.RainerisAssistant Attorney General
intheCrimina Bureau. Amonghis
respong bilities, Mr. RainerisChief of the
MassachusettsEnvironmenta Strike
Force, whichinvestigatesand prosecutes
crimesthat harmthestate’ sair,landor
water, or that poseasignificant threat to
humanhealth. TheStrikeForceisan
interagency teamthatincludes
prosecutorsfromtheAttorney General’s
Office, officersfromtheM assachusetts
Environmenta Police, andinvestigators,
engineersandattorneysfromthe

M assachusettsDepartment of
Environmenta Protection(DEP).

Hispresentationwill includepast
enforcement actionsinthefieldof
pollutiontoair, soil andwater.

MeetingAdjourns
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Nominating Committee Report

The officesto befilled in 2011 are Secretary and Treasurer. We are pleased to report that the
nomineefor Secretary is Nancy Burnett and the nomineefor Treasurer isGregg Yogis. Both are
longtime I TLA membersand have served the Association for many yearsin other capacities. If you
aremembersin good standing, you will be asked to vote at the upcoming Annual Meeting. If you are
unableto attend, please print this page and fax it to ChrisWakefield at (508) 898-9193. Please add
your name and your company name to the bottom of this page. Remember that thereis one vote per
member [ab. Questions should be addressed to Mike Delaney at mdelaney @mwra.state.ma.us.

ITLA

2011 Ballot for the Election of Officers

Please - one vote only per member lab or member vendor

Please vote for one by circling the bullet for each office.

Secretary: Treasurer:
s  Nancy Burnett m  GregYogis
| |

Company:

Name:
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