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M essage from the President

By Kevin Braga

Greetingsfellow I TLA members,
Onbehalf of theExecutiveBoard, |
forwardHoliday Greetingstoall of
you, our members. | amvery
grateful fortheExecutive
Committeewhoprovidesthetime
andeffort requiredtomakethe
Independent Testing L aboratory
Associationanoutstanding

organi zation. Without thecountless
hoursexpended by thesemembers,
thisorganizationwouldnot beable
toprovidetheopportunitiestobe
heard by theregul atory community.

Therearemany challengeslyinga
headfor theenvironmental commu-
nity inthenextfew months. Mass
DEPisplanningtoreleasefor pub-
liccomment the Proposed Changes
to the MCP 310 CMR 40.000 for
environmenta standards. If youare
not familiar withthesenew propo-
sed standards, please seetheHot
Topicssectionat www.itla-ma.org.
Alongwiththesechanges, DEPwiill
alsobereleasingthelongawaited
and muchanticipated Asbestosin
Soil regulationfor publiccomment
at or about thesametime.

Quarterly Meeting

Inadditiontotheregulationsthat
will beavailablefor publiccom-
ment, Paul Lockeat MassDEPis
lookingforinformationthat engin-
eeringfirmsor labsmay havead-
dressingbackgroundissuesfor
Indoor Air Levels. Presently, the
background standardsarebased
uponinformationfrompre-1990&
thedepartmentislookingtoupdate
orverify thelevelsthatthey are
presentingusing. If anyoneknows
of or hasany informationavailable
onthistopic, pleaseforwardit
directly toPaul Lockeat Mass
DEP.Hewill beextremely grateful.

Atthistime, | wantall themembers
tobeawareof someinformation
that hasbeenforwardedtothe
laboratory community fromthe
MassDEPL aboratory Advisory
Committee. Oneof theirmembers
recently attendedtrainingatthe
EPA inOhioandprovided uswith
somehighlightsfromthemeeting.
Pleasetakethetimetoreviewthis
informationsothat wecandiscuss
itat thenext meeting on December
13,2006, at theRadissonHotel in
Milford, MA, wherearepresen-
tativefromI DEXX will providea

Wednesday, December 13, 2006, RadissonHotel inMilford, MA

FeaturePresentation: “ Environmental Testingfor PCB Aroclorsand Congeners’

Mr. Mike Celona, MA Dept. of Public Health See page 4 for agenda




presentationonavailablemethodtesting. Mike
Celonaof MA Department of Healthwill bediscus-
snguitilizingdifferentana ytictechniquesfor PCB
Aroclorsand Congenersinassociationwithwork
performedincollaborationwiththePittsfield Board of
Health. | look forwardtoseeingall of youthere.

MWRA Iltems

By Mike Delaney,
(mike.delaney@mwr a.state.ma.us)

MWRA AchievesExcellent Performanceon
NOAA/NIST Interlabor atory Samples

MWRA hasbeen participatingintheNOAA/NIST

| ntercomparison Studiesfor Organicsand Metalsin
theMarineEnvironmentfor several years. Whilewe
haveachieved“ Superior” resultsfor Metalsmost
years, thiswasthefirsttimethat weal sogot excellent
resultsfor traceOrganicsaswell. Thisinterlaboratory
study allowsthelabsto choosethemethodol ogy to
test Standard ReferenceM ateria sconsi sting of
marinetissueand marinesediment samples. We
participateinthisstudy todemonstrateproficiency
beyondwhatisrequiredfor DEPcertification.

MWRA DataUsed to Verify EPA Bacteria

M ethods: EPA announcedin September thatit was
abouttoofficially approvebacteriatest methodsat 40
CFRPart 136for E. coli and enterococci in
wastewater. MWRA participatedintheverificationof
methods 1103, 1106, 1600, and 1603. We a so
participatedintheverification of methods1680and
1681 forfecal coliformsindudge.

MWRA Named “ Utility of theYear” by New
England Water WorksAssociation: TheNew
England Water WorksA ssociationhasnamedthe

M assachusettsWater ResourcesAuthority “ Utility of
theY ear” atis125th Annual Conference.

TheawardrecognizesMWRA'’ smassiveupgradesto
itswater infrastructure, includingthe17.6-mile
MetroWest Water Supply Tunnel, thestate-of -the-art
JohnJ. Carroll ozonewater treatment plant and
covered storagetanksthroughout thedi strict that will
guaranteesomeof thebest drinkingwater inthe
country for generationstocome. Thisisthefirstyear

thisawardwasgivenout. MWRA wasrecognizedin
thelargeutility class.

Updateon MWRA LIMSand TRAC.IS
TheTRAC.ISsoftwarewasput out tobid. A vendor
hasbeen sel ected and MWRA hasawarded the
contract. Thebid documentsfor thenew LIM Sare
nearing completionandit should beout to bid soon.
Both systemshavebeeninusefor over tenyearsand
areinneed of updatesdueto changesincomputer
technology.

TRAC “eSMART”
Wecontinuetoreceivelaboratory datael ectronically
usingtheweb-based” e-SMART” program. Labs
accesse-SMART usingaPIN provided by MWRA.
Theprogramacceptseither datafilesinaspecific
format, or on-linedataentry. Chainsof custody are
scanned and submitted asPDFfiles. Sofar, over 20
labsareusinge-SMART. Tofind out moreabout e-
SMART contact Alice Chang at 617-305-5621 or
Alice.Chang@mwradate. ma.us.

Labsusinge-SMART arereminded of thefollowing:
If thechainof custody formismissing, orismissing
vital information, includingthepermit number, the
samplelocationnumber, or theeffluent flow
information, TRACwill returnthereport for
correctionandresubmission.

e-SMART FileFor mat Specification: Tobetter
assistlabsthat choosetouseal IMSsystemto
submitdata, TRACmodifiedthee-SMART File
Format Specificationthat |abscan accessusingthee-
SMART Helpfunction. Thespecificationsinclude: a
datafileoverview, formattinginstructions, asample
file,instructionsfor checkingthefileformat,anda
dictionary of MWRA test codesand components.

Visit our Web Pagefor Morelnformation
Check usout at www.mwra.com. Wehaveawealth
of informationfor boththepublicandfor expertson
our water andwastewater activities. Thisincludes
monthly updatesondrinkingwater quality testing,
informationonlead, our most recent Consumer
ConfidenceReport, and many technical reports
associatedwiththeDeer 1sland Treatment Plant and
our extensiveHarbor and Outfall Monitoring

program.
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Regulatory News

EPA Update

By Bob Bently, bob@h2otest.net

Regulation Revisions

Thesearemovingalong - conjectureat themeeting
wasthatitmay “fly” throughtheapproval process
sinceBob Golledgehad beenelevated fromDEP
Commissioner toEOEA Secretary. Butremember
that“fly” isbeingusedinthe Statesetting. Stay tuned.

eDEP

Thisprocesshasbeenmovingaongsincel TLA came
upwiththeissueslast February. Asof September,
theDEPcontractor wasstill workingonthefinal
revisions.Inaletter fromDamon Gutermanwhich
wassenttoall certifiedlaboratories, theprojected
dateisnow theend of theyear.

Our meetingisafter theDecember Lab Advisory
Committeemeeting, sowewill beabletogiveyou
real timeinformationat themeeting. Weshouldhave
informationontheL CO’ sPT policy and approved
vendorsfor 2007, theimpact of theLT2ESWTRand
DBR2 onlabs, and much more! Wehopeto seeyou
atthemeeting.

If youknow of other regul atory i ssues, pl easecontact
meor any member of theExecutive Committee.

TITLE:

December 6, 2006
ITLA Quarterly Meseting
TBD

9:00am.-12:00 p.m.

January 24, 2007

ITLA ExecutiveBoardMeeting
Bugaboo Creek Restaurant
Milford, MA

12:30p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

February 25- March 1, 2007
PITTCON 2007, Chicago, IL

Provided by Catalyst Information Resources

EPA Finalizes Water Methods Rule

EPA hasfinalized a 2004 proposed rule relating to use
of analytical methodsfor both the drinking water and
wastewater programs. The rule:

e correctsinconsistenciesin sampling regquirements,
e addsE. coli and Enterococci to thelist of
parameters for wastewater analyses,

approve new methods, including 200.8 and 300.0,
correct errors to several tables,

clarifiesmethod requirements, and

withdraws some outdated methods.

The rule should appear in the Federal Register this
week. http://www.epa.gov/waterscience/methods/
update2003/index.html

Clarificationson CLP Methods: EPA has pub-
lished clarificationsmadetotheContract L ab Program
Analytical Methodsfor OrganicsAnaysis, SOMO01.1.
Theclarificationsaddress Selected | onMonitoringand
blanksfor pesticideanalyses. http://www.epa.gov/
superfund/programs/cl p/downl oad/som/

somll dlarifications 09-29-06.pdf

I dentification of Hazar dousWastesfrom Drinking
Water Facilities

EPA haspublished guidanceon determiningwhether
or notresidual sfromdrinkingwater systemsproduce
hazardouswastes.

http://www.epa.gov/saf ewater/arseni ¢/pdfs/
guide_arsenic_disposa hazardous-nonhazardous.pdf

A2L A Announcesanother NELAC PT Provider
Absolute Standards has been named asthe seventh
accredited provider of proficiency test samplesfor the
NELACprogram. http://www.a2la.org/dirsearch/
nelacptproviders.cfm

Next Meeting
December 13, 2006
Milford, MA
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Wednesday, December 13, 2006
Radisson Hotel
11 Beaver Street, Milford, MA 01757
Phone: (508) 478-7010

9:00a.m. CommitteeReports

Secretary Technicd
Newdetter Election
LabAdvisory Membership
Treasurer Regulatory
By-laws Ethics

9:15a.m. Regulatory/LabAdvisory
CommitteeReport
Mr. Bob Bentley, Analytical Balance

9:40a.m. Useof Colilert®, Colilert-18® and
Enterolert™ for theDeter mination
of E.coli, Fecal Coliformsé& Enter -
ococci in Wastewater sand Sludge
By Gill Dichter, IDEXX Labs

Wastewater Facilitiesarerequiredtotest thefinal
effluentinorder tobeincompliancewiththeir
NPDESpermitwhichpermitsthemtodischargethe
effluentintoaspecificbody of water. Presently sev-
eral statesallow theuseof Colilert® and Colilert®-
18for thedetectionof E.coli inthefinal effluent. On
Aug. 16, 2005, EPA proposed to add E.coli and
enterococci for testing wastewater prior tothedis-
chargeintoabody of water & alsoincluded Colilert
& Enterolert asproposed methods. Promul gation of
thisruleisexpectedto by theend of Nov. 2006.

Calilert, Calilert-18 and Enterol ert™ and Quanti-
Tray® areaprovenmethodandwill bean
important analytical tool for thetesting of these
parametersfor wastewater effluents.

Calilertisbased on Defined Substrate Technol ogy®
anddetectscoliformsand E.coli smultaneoudy
usingtwonutrientindicatorsONPGandM UG,
whichwill turnyellow for thepresenceof coliforms
andyellow andfluorescencefor thepresenceof E.
coli. WithEnterolert, abluefluorescencewill be

| TLA Quarterly Meeting

observedfor thepresenceof enterococci. Colilertor
EnterolertwiththeQuanti-Tray yiel dsquantitative
resultswithin 18-24 hoursandisafast, easy and
reliableprovenprocedure.

Studieswill bepresentedto support thistechnol ogy
asananalytical tool for thedetection of these
parametersinwastewatersandsudge

10:30a.m. Break

10:45p.m. “ Environmental Testingfor PCB
Aroclorsand CongenersuUsing
Different Laboratoriesand Analytic
Techniques’
Mr. Mike Celona, MA DPH

TheMassachusettsDepartment of PublicHedlth,
Center for Environmenta Hedlth, Environmenta Toxi-
cology Program (M DPH/CEH/ETP), incollaboration
withthePittsfield Board of Health, first conducted
indoor environmental testingat theschool inNovem-
ber & December 2005 using thestandard USEPA
Arocloranalyticmethod. Atthattime, all samples
(surfacedust,indoor air, andunit ventilator filter, as
well astwo outdoor air sampl es) showed no detec-
tablelevelsof PCBs. Subsequent tothiseffort,
MDPH/CEH and other local and stateagencies
involvedwiththeGenera Electric Sitelearned of two
filter samplesreportedly takenfromtheschool by a
community residentand anayzed by the StateUniv-
ersity of New Y ork at Albany (SUNY). SUNY used
adifferent ana yti cal technique(congener-specific)
thantheM DPH contractlab & reportedthepresence
of low level PCBsinthesamples. Inorder to best
addresscontinuing concerns, MDPH/CEH, incolla
borationwithall interested parties, agreedto conduct
additional samplingat theschool andtohavelabs
analyzethesampl esusing both Aroclor and congener
scientificanalyticmethods. AlthoughPCBswere
detectedinsomeindoor environmental samples, with
oneexception (of 98 samples), nodetection of either
Aroclorsor congenersexceededany available
screeningquidelineor regul atory standards.
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